


A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN
Dear Friends,

As the 2016-2017 school year commences there is much to be thankful 
for on our shared mission to provide underserved families quality 
educational choices.

• A record setting 4,200 K-8 students received partial tuition 
assistance scholarships

• 299 TTEF eighth graders are advancing to high school
• 74 TTEF students graduated from high school
• 100 percent of high school students are advancing to the next 

grade level
• Hundreds of new Help For Today - Hope For Tomorrow scholarships 

are available for the 2017-2018 school year
• 520 new Alive in Christ Scholarships are available for the 2017-2018 

school year
• A very successful Archbishop’s Gala raised over $800,000 for 

scholarships

The Today and Tomorrow Educational Foundation scholarship 
programs have been a leading force for transformational change for 
almost three decades. By providing scholarships for students, we are 
sending a vital message; we believe in our students’ capacity to do 
great things! Children and their families are being empowered, one 
scholarship at a time. Lives are transforming because you and I believe 
that all children should have access to an exceptional elementary 
school education.

Ask parents what they consider most important to their children’s 
success, and many will answer: “a high quality education in a safe, 
nurturing and faith-based environment.” We are incredibly grateful to 
the significant number of donors across St. Louis’ cultural, business, 
and religious spectrum that are steadfastly committed to helping 
children and families by expanding their investment in the mission of 
the Today and Tomorrow Educational Foundation and helping families 
who otherwise could not provide educational opportunity  for their 
children.

Please continue to invest in the education of these children. The need 
is great, but greater is the potential of the children whose lives you 
transform by generously investing in their futures. Together, we are 
investing in success - changing the future, one child at a time. We 
welcome your continued support.

With gratitude,

Kevin M. Short
Chairman of the Board
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OUR MISSION

The Today and Tomorrow Educational Foundation – following the example 

of Jesus Christ in His service to those in need – assists faith-based and 

private schools in providing quality, affordable and accessible educational 

opportunities for any economically disadvantaged family within the 

St. Louis region by generating financial assistance in the form of need-based 

tuition assistance scholarships from local and national funding sources.
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TTEF STUDENT SPOTLIGHTS

Lily O.
TTEF Scholarship Recipient                                                                
Featured student speaker at the Archbishop’s Gala (excerpt from her remarks)                         

I am one of five children who attend Catholic schools in the City of St. 
Louis, but we didn’t start out here. From first through third grade I went 
to a charter school and then I was homeschooled. Four years ago, I began 
going to St. Margaret of Scotland, which has been an amazing experience 
for me and has helped me grow in ways I would not have in charter school 
or even at home. But I did not realize until just recently that my parents’ 
decision to send me to this amazing school was only possible because of 
the TTEF scholarships my siblings and I received.

My parents have always wanted the best educational fit for us, so when 
my mom and dad had to make the decision to send me to St. Margaret’s 
or somewhere else, they chose what they thought was best for me. This 
school is a place they trust, a place where they knew I would get a great 
faith foundation, and a place I would be able to grow. And I have grown in 
ways they never expected. I have become much more confident in myself 
and in my work. I’ve been given leadership opportunities like Model 
UN, speech team, and was the lead in the Christmas musical. I have also 
been able to explore Catholicism and openly talk about my faith. Last 
year I was confirmed with my class. And finally, my curiosity and love of 
learning have really taken root, which helped my academic skills to rapidly 
improve. 

All of this growth has led to my acceptance into Rosati-Kain High School, 
where I am proud to say I will be beginning as a freshman next fall. This 
is something that would not have been possible without the assistance 
my family received from Today and Tomorrow. Knowing my parents have 
big dreams for me and sought out financial assistance so that I could 
accomplish those dreams makes me feel so valued.

These experiences have shaped me into the person 
I am today, and have helped me to envision the 
woman I want to become in the future. I want to 
be able to help people when I grow up and one 
of the ways to do that is to become a scientist
or maybe an engineer. When I imagine myself
in the future, I see an influential woman who is
helping to solve the world’s problems. Thank 
you for believing in me and so many other starry-
eyed kids, so we can achieve our dreams.

“When I imagine 
myself in the 
future, I see 
an influential 
woman who is 
helping to solve 
the world’s 
problems.”
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My name is Irvin, and I’m an 8th grader 
at St. Cecilia School and Academy.   I 
am proud to receive a scholarship from 
Today and Tomorrow.  Before I got my 
scholarship, I went to public school. I had 
a hard time learning English, and I didn’t 
understand everything that was going on 
in my classes.  Spanish is my first language 
and I’m smart, but I wasn’t getting good 
grades, and I was starting to wonder if I 
would ever be able to succeed at school.
My parents were worried and knew 
something wasn’t right.  They wanted me 
to go to a school where I would get more 
support from my teachers. 

When I got my scholarship, everything 
changed 180 degrees. The teachers at St. 
Cecilia really care and follow up with me to 
make sure I can be successful at whatever 
I choose to do. They challenge me to ask 
questions and speak up when I don’t know 
the answer.  I now speak English fluently, 
and my favorite classes are math and 
science. You need those classes to become 
a doctor - which is what I will be one day. 

Irvin G.
TTEF Scholarship Recipient                 
Will attend St. John Vianney High School in 2017

WAYS TO GIVE

Scholarships
Support the cost of a one year 

scholarship at $2,000 for an 
existing scholarship recipient.

Sponsor a Student
Adopt a kindergarten student 

for a year or through 8th grade 
graduation. One year scholarships 

are $2,000 and full scholarships 
are $18,000.

Annual Gift
Make an unrestricted gift to the 

Today and Tomorrow Educational 
Foundation; you determine what 
time of year works best for you.

Archbishop’s Gala
Enjoy an evening with friends 
at the Ritz Carlton to benefit 

Scholarship Programs.
Sponsor the event, sponsor the 

reception, sponsor a table or 
purchase individual tickets.

Tributes and 
Memorial

Honor a family member, recognize 
an anniversary, or make a group 

gift (family, business, etc.).

Matching Gifts
Contact your company’s Human 

Resources Department
or employer to determine if your 

gift can be matched and
increase the impact of your gift.

“When I got 
my scholarship, 
everything 
changed 180 
degrees.”
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8TH ANNUAL ARCHBISHOP’S GALA

It was a fabulous evening with hundreds of TTEF 
supporters at the 8th Annual Archbishop’s Gala on April 6, 
2017. KMOX Anchor Debbie Monterrey served as Mistress 
of Ceremonies, honored guest David Farr, Chairman 
and CEO of Emerson, was presented with the Sr. Mary 
Ann Eckhoff SSND Leadership Award, and Archbishop 
Robert J. Carlson inspired guests with his remarks, which 
emphasized the importance of making quality, faith-based 
education accessible to all children.

Thanks to our generous sponsors and guests, we raised 
more than $800,000 in support of scholarships for 
deserving children to attend the elementary school of 
their choice! To learn more about the event, read media 
coverage of the gala, and watch the inspirational video, 
visit ttef-stl.org.

Save the date for our 9th Annual Archbishop’s Gala at the 
Ritz Carlton on April 18th, 2018!

To receive the Sister Mary Ann Eckhoff Award is truly humbling and 
a very special honor. Education is a critical foundation and need for 
a successful life for all of us, and Sister Mary Ann was a remarkable 
visionary on the education front. She was able to foresee the great 
need we are experiencing today. Access to a world class education 
can help ensure that all children in this country who have dreams and 
determination can reach their potential and succeed. But they must 
reach for that “Golden Ring”, work hard, and stay committed. 

Emerson is very proud to work with the Today and Tomorrow 
Educational Foundation to find that “Equity of Opportunity” for 
our youth in the St. Louis region. We ALL need to come together to 
build stronger educational programs at all levels to help our St. Louis 
young men and women experience the core elements of a quality 
education they must have to succeed in today’s world. 

We need to find new and innovative ways - and funding - to help 
today’s youth get excited about learning and hard work, success and 
failure. We need to instill in our youth that desire to explore new 
ideas, stretch their limits, stretch their minds and aspirations, look 
at life from all angles, succeed themselves, be accountable to their 
efforts, and then help the next generation succeed!

I feel humbled and honored to work alongside outstanding 
organizations like Today and Tomorrow to achieve this goal - and to 
be honored by these wonderful people. On behalf of our terrific team 
at Emerson, I thank you very much!

                             
DAVID N. FARR
ECKHOFF AWARD RECIPIENT
Excerpt from remarks on 4-6-2017

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE

8th Annual Archbishop’s Gala
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8TH ANNUAL ARCHBISHOP’S GALA

TTEF BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kevin M. Short, Chairman

Clayton Capital Partners

Edith C. Cunnane, Secretary
Community Volunteer

Michael Mooney, Treasurer
Footwear Unlimited

Tom Adamitis
The Yield Lab

Thomas Boldt
Boldt Brothers Building Co.

Steven Brown
Balke Brown Transwestern

Herbert D. Condie III
Eidnoc Enterprises

Joseph Conran
Husch Blackwell LLP

Bill Corrigan
Armstrong Teasdale LLP

Michael Dierberg
First Bank

Karen Mohan Day
Capital Enhancement, Inc.

Craig Fowler
Bank of America

Ronald Henderson
St. Louis City Chief of Police (retired)

Russell H. Isaak
CPI Corporation (retired)

Al Koller III
Koller Enterprises

Dr. Kurt Nelson
Superintendent of Catholic Schools

Lionel Phillips
Phillips Concrete Services

Most Reverend Mark Rivituso
Auxiliary Bishop - Archdiocese of St. Louis

Darryl A. Ross, Ph.D.
Ross Communications Inc. (retired)

Patrick J. Sly
Emerson (retired)

Dave Spence
Legacy Pharmaceutical Packaging

Greg Twardowski
Whelan Security

Joe Wiley
Quest Management Consultants

                            

Sharon Gerken, Executive Director

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE

8th Annual Archbishop’s Gala
TTEF WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBER

Tom Adamitis

The board of the Today and Tomorrow 
Educational Foundation has elected Thomas 
Adamitis to serve as its newest member. 
“I am so grateful for the gift of education and the 
opportunities it provided me, and I believe all children 
should have that same opportunity,” said Adamitis.

Tom is a Co-Founder and Managing Director of the Yield Lab, an 
Ag-Tech venture capital accelerator, where he manages a portfolio of 12 
start-up companies across a wide variety of agriculture sectors. He spent 
22 years with Anheuser-Busch InBev, one of the world’s largest consumer 
products companies, where he served as Global Vice President of Raw 
Materials and Energy Procurement.

Tom has an MBA from the Kellogg School of Management at 
Northwestern University with an emphasis in finance and marketing, 
and is a C.P.A. Tom and his wife Kelly have been married for 26 years and 
have 5 children. They live in Town & Country, MO and are parishioners at 
St. Clement of Rome in Des Peres. 

Please join us in welcoming Tom to TTEF! To learn more, visit ttef-stl.org.

TTEF WELCOMES NEW STAFF!

Jackie Jones
Advancement Services Manager

Jackie Jones joined TTEF in June 
of 2016. Jackie provides support 
to all fundraising activities 
including donor relations, direct 
mail appeals, special events, and 
financial reporting. A graduate 
of Truman State University 
(‘11) , Jackie joins TTEF after 
several years of service in the 
Advancement Office of Rosati-
Kain High School.  “It’s inspiring 
to work in an office that allows 
so many children across the 
region the opportunity to receive 
a wonderful education,” says 
Jackie. 

Teresa Martinez
Communications & Development 

Officer

Teresa Martinez joined TTEF 
in November of 2016. Teresa 
supports internal and external 
communications needs of the 
Foundation and manages special 
events. A graduate of Boston 
College (‘05) and Washington 
University in St. Louis (‘07), 
Teresa joins TTEF after 10 years 
of service in the nonprofit sector 
and in public broadcasting. “I’m 
honored to work with such a 
special team of people who are 
changing children’s lives every 
day,” says Teresa.
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20 Archbishop May Drive
St. Louis, MO 63119

314.792.7621

www.archstl.org/ttef

CONNECT WITH US!

                            

                            

Like us on Facebook!

  Follow us on Twitter!

 Find us online at ttef-stl.org!

20 Archbishop May Drive
20 Archbishop May Drive, St. Louis, MO 63119

Have you considered adding TTEF 
in your estate plans? Ask us how.

Contact Sharon Gerken at 
sharongerken@archstl.org                    

or call 314-792-7621.


